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vance the ſettlement of our new. Weſt India colo- 


nies, and encourage individuals to S e in ſo 


n and lucrative an, ande, 

”" eſtabliſhment of antics has im all ayes 
—_ countries, and amongſt men of the higheſt 
abilities and rank, been ever eſteemed honorable 


and ornamental to the moſt exalted characters; 


and at the concluſion of a peace, by which: ſo 


ſo great an acceſſion of territory hath been made 


to theſe kingdoms, it is to be hoped there will 


found ſome men of eminence and ſpirit, who 


will deign to countenance by their example, and 
aliiſt in ns 1 noble a deſign. 
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AE * of en an — 
productive of both national advantage and 
private intereſt, has indueed me to communicate 


to the publick ſuch thoughts, as may tend to ad- 
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igation; the eſtabliſhment of remote m 

pants are antly-fappli laype ex- 
eke home; 1 whoſe 5 27 —— 
manuifaCtures greatly increaſe the revenue; 
2nd, not interfering with thoſe of the mother 
- country,” Hor drawing away its ſpecie, have the 
further advantages of creating and connecting 
Zowinks it, ſtill other profitable branches of com- 
merce and communication with Africa, and the 
eontinem of Mmerics) is particularly beneficial 
and important. Our Weſt India Iſiands, ſituated 


and eireumſtanced as they are, ought to be deemed 


mort wialuabſle, than if together with 
theirglimate and produktion, they were drive-by 
4 db uf eind rect) £14, and there made 
port of akt Terra Br ef OF 


- opraftteries der ted to the river Thames, 
ur figatiand other NHerlean produce procureil 
from Tower Hil, and our eoals from Hfäckhearh, 


farewell to the commerce, naval power and ſe- 


eurity of Grear Britain: But happily For us, 


har we miſtake for our antereft, and with be- 


3 Uo ot underſtand, is often not per- 


zmited :os20:/oþrin' The ſuf pofition, altotgh 
may rve willeſtfare: my meaning, can never 
mappen: Ihe n Ft: of Place, felative 


 Kiwarion'2: and ales, gd abe arch Wints 
end nevefficies "of men; lee ingenüty and in- 
. "and bot * 
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ngland. If all 


as 33. 
ſcene of ſubordination and dependance; that com- 
| poſe. a great and c merciabpeoples,: In this ex- 5 
realive view, our Welk India calagies deſerve cer- | 
tainly to be conſidered as affectiogately by the 
mother country, a8 as if. they vere. real y.ſo many 
remote counties, ſeparated. from it by ſeas, in- 
ſtead of rivers or. land. boundaries: and fo far pn 
from our being jealous, or indifferent cencern- 
ing their proſperity and contentment, we ſnould 
acknowledge and cheriſh. them as members of 
our own Wes, thus forming eee. 


| = ſuch: Cri cha. are convitant mich 9 
ſound policy, and the national. welfare, and 
"7 might therefore properly enough be expected to 
influence men in high ſtation; to countenance by 
cheir example the ſettlement of our new iſlands ; 
there will not be wanting arguments of a more 
particular nature, to attract others, from private 
conſiderations of alete if to. 2 in this 
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I theſe . times a leads s 
of fortune to ourſelves or families, is without 
doubt eligible to many of us. A life of corrupt 

dependance, an eſtate labouring under growing 
incumbrances, or a neceſſitous reduction of the 
conveniences or ſplendor we have been ac- 
cuſtomed to, are evils that every man would 
wiſh to temedy; and to thoſe who do not actu- 
ay ſuffer undet theſe misfortunes, a tender con- ; 


7 B 2 Cern 


9 


16,” 
cern for the eaſe and independance of their poſte- 
rity, may be a ſufficient motive to provide the 
means of pre erving to them thele ineſtimable 
bleſſings. But how to accompliſſr theſe deſirable 
ends, ſeems | now the Ie" men to be 
reſolved. TS, 


Tux Gl of . 1 doubeſul. i in FOX 
3 and difficult in practice, and which 
may be attended with loſs, inſtead of profit, in 
the event, will not he adopted, without mature 

conſideration, by perſons of real fortune and 
ſolid underſtandings. Before ſuch. can be in- 
Auced to think of procuring lands and eftabliſh- 
ing eſtates in our. new Weſt India colonies, 
(hich is what I mean to promote and ſhew. the 
expediency of,) the ſecurity of the undertaking, 
and the extraordinary emoluments to be de- 
tied from it, n n o be eee 
15 and underſtood. 

21 18. 


5 Tur Icands that are * objects of my pre- 
| ſent reflection and recommendation. are thoſe 
4 ceded, to his Majeſty ; in the Weſt Indies, by the 
late Peace. They conſiſt of Grenada and the 
Grenadines, Jominica, St. 5 Vincent and Tobago, 
and are all fG ituated in the TEE of 
5 Barbadoes and our leeward iſlands, b being only 
a few days fail from the, molt remote. of them, 
and but one or two from Barbad6es, the m oft 
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windward, beſt peopled, and moſt gen of 


22 er our ſugar colonies. 
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cellent quality. 
and abounds with good proviſion grounds for 
the negroes, which ſave conſiderable expence to 
the planters in their maintenance. This iſland 
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To ſuch of my r 
owls; with them, it, may not be 


unacceptable ere lows geeeral ideas con- 


e, he ich 1% og kn ee 

[edu 
. ee is 2 0 far to the Southward 
as to enjoy from thence the advantage of being 
free from hurricanes, and will probably intime 


receive ſome emoluments of trade from the Spa- 
niſn main, from uhich it is not very diſtant. It 
poſſeſſes two good harbours, and in a war with 


the Spaniards might prove. inconvenient to many 


of their ſhips, which. paſs this Way into the bay 
of Honduras, and the Gulf of Mexico. Our 


poſſeſſion of Florida contributes to make this 


advantage to us the greater. The French in war 


will likewiſe be ſenſible of the want of it; for in 
order to eſcape our cruizers to windward of Mar- 


tinique, it has not been uncommon for their 


veſſels from Europ: to ſteer their courſe f r the 


Grenades or it's dependancies, and to vance 


northward. in ſecurity to their intended ports. 
The country is, mountainous and rainy, which 


circumſtances enable it regularly to yield good 


crops, and the foil produces a lugar of. molt « ex- 
It is well watered with tivulets, 


b been indiſ fputably: under. the dominion of 
France 
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France, till reduced by us in the laſt war, the 
inhabitants of it obtained a more favorable capi- 
tulation than thoſe I am about to ſpeak of here- 


ehe definitive treaty of peace, they were and are 
entitled (contrary to what is permitted the inha- 
bitants of the other iſlands I am about to de- 


ſcribe) to the poſſeſſion and diſpoſition of their 


eftates. Many of them have accordingly ſold to 
Britiſh ſubjects their ſugar plantations (of which 
there are in all eighty two, beſides thoſe of coffee 
and cocoa.) The French have harangued i in the 
ſtyle of ſellers, and the impatience of our coun- 
trymen and their love of novelty, has induced 
them to pay very high prices for their poſſeſſions, 
when 2 little time would have. convinced them 
that better lands are to be procured from the 
crown at a much cheaper rate in our other 
iſlands, and more conſiſtently with the publick 
intereſt. It is thought. however, that their bar- 
gains will turn out well, and their plantations be 
very imptoveable. As to the lands yet ungranted 
or forfeited to the crown, it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, by their being unoccupied, that they are 
ban; ill ſituated, or not of the moſt ex- 


cellent kind. The grants made to the French 


ſettlers are uſually a certain number of paces 
along the ſea ſide, running in parallel lines to the 
top of the mountain. The lower parts are com- 


: modi cultivated by the e the upper by 


the 


4 


after, who had no ſuch pretenſions to lenity. In 
conſequence therefore of this capitulation, and 
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the negroes, and the heighus are eicher i ir wood, 
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rocks and barren ſpots good for little. Some | 
however ate of conſiderable ſize” and value; pur. 
ticularly Curacoa and Becuya. The former is 
inhabited, and produces good cotton, "the aer 
remains 1s entirely unſettled mic in wood. 
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Donlifnzelk from it's vicinity to Manthe 
and Guadalupe, will in times of war be liabte to 
frequent alarms and inoonvenientes, if not Pro- 
tected by a ſufficient naval power; but as it's 
ſituation between thoſe two l ands ehables it te 
cut off their communication; ind to be Parti- 
cularly obnoxious” to their trade and navigation, 
it is reaſonable to expect theſe acvantag zes Will, 
not be neglected, eſpecially as it bas al 4290 been 
thought neceſſary for us to preſervè iu thoſe ſeas a 
reſpectable force, upon whieh te ſecurity M put 
neighbouring colonies equally depends. fr Ir” poſs 
ſeſſes to lee ward a moſt noble bay, bn 
Rupert's, which, beſides it's ſafety; it's magni- 
tode, the depth of the water, and the goodneſs 
of the anchorage, has the advantage of chree 
freſh rivulets running into it. It has moteover 
two arms {ons a peninſula) ſtterch'd forth; as it 
were, for it's defence, which" might. be rendered 
almoſt impregnable; and indeed the whole iſland 
appears as a natural fortification or ſtrong hold, 
capable 
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France, "ill reduced by us in the laſt war, the 
inhabitants of it obtained a more favorable capi- 
tulation than thoſe T am about to ſpeak of here- 
after, who had no ſoch pretenſions to lenity. In 
conſequence. therefore of this capitulation, and 


the definitive treaty, of peace, they were and are 


entitled (contrary to what is permitted the inha- 
bitants of the other iſlands I am about to de- 


ſcribe) to the poſſeſſion and diſpoſition of their 


eftates. Many of them have accordingly ſold to 
Britiſn ſubjects their ſugar plantations (of which 
there are in all eighty two, beſides. thoſe of coffee 
and cocoa.) The French have harangued in the 
ſtyle of ſellers, ang the impatience. of our coun- 
trymen and their love of novelty, has induced 
them topay very high prices for their poſſeſſions, 
when 2 little time would have convinced them 


that better lands are to be procured from the 
cron at a much cheaper rate in our other 


iſtands, and more conſiſtently with the publick 
intereſt. It is thought, however, that their bar- 


gains: will turn out well, and their plantations be 
very imptoveable. As to the lands yet ungranted 
or forfeited to the crown, it is reaſonable to ſup- 

poſe, by their being unoccupied, that they are 
in general ill ſituateq, or not of the moſt ex- 
cellent kind. The grants made to the French 


ſettlers are uſually a certain number of paces 


along the ſea fide, running in parallel lines te the 
top of the mountain. The lower parts are com- 


1 . cultivated by the . Eng upper by 
the 


wy p - 
8 OO ano ol Pn be LY 
= * 5 * 4 n * _ 
r , 


1 7 
the negroes, and the heights ve eicher e 


or en 270 Dre To. 1 15 An 2 18 


n * 2. 1 2 L 't 12 8 — 551 


2 


1 


7 Grenadtbes Ki a che of +: famitnerabe 
| Wh and barten ſpots good for little. Some 
however are of conſiderable ſize and value, par- 
ticularly Curacoa and Becuya. The former ia 
inhabited, and produces good cotton, the latter 
remains entirely wee and in wood. 450K 
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5 huge from it's vicinity to Wanne 
and Guadalupe, will in times of war be liabſe to 
frequent alarms and inconvenient s, if not” pro- 
tected by a ſufficient naval power; but as it's 
ſituation between thoſe two iflands enables it te 

cut off their communication; and to be parti- 

cularly obnoxious” to their trade and navigation, = = 
it is reaſonable to expect theſe Advantages will * 
not be neglected, eſpecially as it has al ways' been 
rhought neceſſary for'us to preſerveinrhoſe ſeas 4 
reſpectable force, upon which the ſecurity urin 
neighbouring colonies equally depends. 4 
ſeſſes to lee ward a moſt noble bay, called Prince . | 
Rupert's, which, beſides it's ſafety; it's magni- — 
tode, the depth of che water; and the goodneſs  . | 
of the anchorage; has the advantage of 'three 1 
. freſh rivuletsTutwing into it. It has moreover 

two arms (one à peninſula) ſtretch'd forth, as it 

were, for it's defence, which might be rendered 


almoſt impregnable; and indeed the whole iſland 
— as 7 natural fortification or ſtrong hold, 
capable 
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| capable.of diſcouraging and. baffling with a very 


ſmall force the: moſt deſperate, attempts of a for· 


| midable enemy. In the track of veſſels from | 


our leeward iſlands. to; our. new, acquired ones it 
is admirably. well ſeated for commerce z, and con- 


tiguous as it were to the French, is ever open to 
the proſtitution .« of a clandeſtine trade. I he 
country is in general extremely mountainous 
and broken; but it affords, notwithſtanding, 
much excellent land, and the valleys, luxuriant- 
in their ſoil, ar -Pleptifully, watered with fine 
Wa 8 The Fernen eſpecially in. the neigh- | 

20x 75 ee bay are. rich, 12 
ter e of ez 1 1 0 yet (as this iſland was 
declared e be l I. the p peace of Aix hi 


teen 10 — 5 and poſſeſs, — — dür. Os" . 
ſand. negroes) have. cleared,and, ſettled, many va- 
lueable plagrations, pee de ene, Coffee ang 


Leecher e y .at Grande, Bay ( ha 
Jeſvirs have large, poſſeſſions, and az Eubiere, 
Roſeau, and ik ky But as cheſe ſettle 


Are conliderable, And. have been eſtab liſhe In 
violation of, creaflens. and contrary, to the rights 
of 
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| 11 59 1 
of the Britiſh crown; the lands which have been 
occupied by religious ſocieties, will be ſold 4+ 
the benefit of the publick, and the remaining in- 
habitants will be permitted to enjoy their en 
only ſubject to ſuch terms, conditions and re- 
ſtrictions, as, conſiſtent with his Majeſty's lenity, 
and ſound policy, have been thought neceſſary to 
be required, and amet will m oy: more 


fully nar ! 


. F Lens 


ST. Vincent is an «atlanta Wer iſland, © 
within ſight of Barbadoes, from whence It Will 
probably derive many inhabitants. It poſſeſſes 
a large and moſt excellent bay to lee ward, called 
Waſhegunny. The ſides of the mountains are 
generally eaſy and gradual in their aſcent, and 
the plains and valleys interſperſed among them, 
remarkably fertile, and plentifully watered. The 
eaſtern part, which is chiefly in wood, is inha- 
bited by about 2000 natives, who owe their 
origin to a ſfip freighted with negroes from 
Africa to Barbadoes, and wrecked on theſe coaſts. 
Their forefathers amidſt the gene ral diſtreſs el. 
caped to ſhore, and found in a deſart iſland 4 
releaſe from their bondage. Thus from apparent 
evils, do ſometimes flow, the greateſt bleſſings. 
Recovered from their fears, and refreſhed: with 
ſuch ſuſtenance as could be found, it i is natural 
to ſuppoſe they ſoon ſolaced themſelves-with their 
female friends of the party; and as a ſtate of na- 


ture is no enemy to propagation, they of courſe | 
e gave 
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gave birth to a free people. It is ſaid, they 


found in the woods a few native Charaibes, 


whom they have gradually extirpated, or re- 


duced to their obedience. They have been uſu- 


ally repreſented as turbulent and dangerous, but 
experience now convinces: us, that they are a 
quiet and well diſpoſed people, ſpeaking French, 
and inſtructed by Roman catholic miſſionaries, in 
the principles of their religion. By the laſt ac- 
counts received from thence, many of them ſeemed 


diſpoſed to quit their little eottages, and ſpots of 


proviſion ground, and to remove to St. Lucia, or 


Martinique. But probably, when they are duly 


apprized of the humanity and generoſity of our 
gracious Sovereign, and aſſured of the enjoyment 


of their lands, freedom, favor and protection, 


they may be gained over to our cauſe, and even 


rendered uſeful. I have already obſerved, that 
theſe people inhabit the eaſtern ſide of the iſland: 
The interior parts remain in wood; but, the 
weſtern coaſts are fully peopled, and well ſettled 
by near 2060 inhabitants, he have found means 


to inſifiuate themſelves into this country, as well 
as Dominica, tontrary to the faith of trtaties, and 


the pretenſions of the Britin crown. They will 


therefore be put upon the ſame footing with, dne 


another, and permitted tò enjoy their cultivated 


grounds, only upon ſuch terms as ſeems ednſiſtent 


with lenity to them, and attention to the public 
welfare. I fhall not conclude this account! of St. 


| Vincent, without aſſuring the publick, that it has 


1 A been 
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been daily found a more excellent and important 
acquiſition to Great Britain, in proportion as it 


has been better known. It's preſent produce of 


coffee, cocoa, and the fineſt tobacco, proves 


very conſiderable. The richneſs of the ſoil, and 
the face. of the countty, are perfectly adapted for 


the growth of ſaggrs and as it is already in part 
cleared of wood, and the air healthy, there ſeems 
great reaſon to expect. that it will; very ſoon be 


claſſed amongſt the beſt, and moſt: valueable of 
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£Y © # þ SR + "4% 


11 I6: >; SNSJA8Y 26; 4 en 10 97036 
: Wang wich ipod to ſituation; enjoys ** 
ſave advantages as Grenada; and though it does 
not poſſeſs any harbours properly ſo called, = 
ſeveral good bays, which, conſidering that from 


their ſouthern latitude, they are never expoſed to 


dangerous gales of wind, are equally convenient 
and ſecure to ſhipping: For this raaſon, our men 
of war ſtationed at our lee ward colonies, uſually 
repair hither for ſafety in the hurricane months. 
This iſland, from it's having been long diſ- 


puted by different powers, and in conſequence 


deemed neutral, remains wild, uncultivated, and 
in wood; but it will. probably become the moſt 
valuable, of any ceded to us by the late peace. 
The ſoil is excellent, if one may judge from it's 
appeatance, and the growth and luxuriancy of the 
trees it affords, and the country is well watered, 
and - ſufficiently mountainous to inſure rains, 
without being ſo ſteep and broken, as to obſtruct 
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and it is by forme writers deſeribed, as abounding 


Such an inftitucion,” under the inſpection of an 


two good gardeners, and eight or ten working 


the model ew the mri 


a 9 
the uſe: of carriages, and an eafy communication. 
he cinnamon tree, as well as many others: of 
great profit atid curioſityi is ſaid to flourifh' here, 


uctions and variegated ſcenery 
of an Enliintic ie. The eſtabliſnment of a 
ſmall ſettlement here, as a publick garden for 
the improvement of botany and medicine, and 
the preſervation and culture of ſuch plants as 
might prove beneficial to commerce, and ſuit- 
able to the ſoil and climate, would probably be 
productive of much advantage to Great Britain. 


ingenious man, acquainted with botany, chy- 
miſtry and medicine, with an able draftſman, 


4 £% 


negroes; under his direction, could not fail of 
promoting uſeful knowlege, and Eg ** 
nor on it's — 3 


- Tay ſeveral iands | 1 have been deſcribing, 
namely Grenada and the Grenadines, Dominica, 
St. Vincent, and Tobago; his Majeſty 
pleaſed to unite under one Govern 


—— — 8 Þ other re ra offi- 
cers, both elvil and military, who appear well 
qualified for the execution of their reſpective 
duties. Three regiments are ſent thither, for 

their 


— — 


LM 
their protection, with a proper ſtaff, together with 
engineers, a company of artillery, men, and the 
the better ſupport and accommodation of thoſe, 

whoſe publick employments require an immediate 
reſidence at Tobago, or whoſe private views may 
carry them thither, two proper ſhips are ſtationed, 
and will be continued there, till conveniences can 
be procured on ſhore, - The lands appertaining to 
his Majeſty in alk theſe iflands, are directed, as im- 
mediately as poſſible, to be allotted; and diſpaſed 
of for the publiek benefit; commiſſioners have 
been appointed for this purpoſe, and ſurveyors 
are actually engaged in the work. But as ſeveral 


d doubts have aroſe concerning the: plan ef gor 


vernment on this oecaſion, it may not he ame 
proper to enter into a detail of this ſubject. and 
then to conſider thoſe parta of it hich ſeem 


liable to objection. eg 27079099 231 u n 


The object of government appars to be of a 
mixed nature. The lands, both cleared and un- 
cleared, are the property of his Majeſty 7 of 
which, ſo much will be retained to the crown 
as-ſhall be found neceſſary for publick uſes z; 

the remainder, ſufficient quantities in wood are 
Meant to be granted 10 pOO r- ſettlers 3 the. reſt 
(excepting-what-may be continued to the natives 
in St. Vincent, and the preſent French inhabitants, 
on motives of humanity. and good poliey) ĩs fairly 
to be ſold at publick auction, for as much money 


as 
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be ſo aecompliſhed, as to be compatible with the 


the woods and mountains, and the rugged face 


convenient places, for the publick benefit, and 


IL 4 
as it will bring, which is faithfully to be _— 
to the publick ſervice. - But then this view is to 


Fpeedy population, tic TOWN of the- iſtands 
themſelves. Wen T2755, 4 An. 
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„Each iland is is to 5 8 as damn as Aae 
fible; -with- as much. accuracy as the nature of 


of the country will allow. The divifion of pa- 
riſnhes, publick roads, intended towns and churches, 
with all lands, fortifications, and other buildings 
ſerviceable to the king or public, are to be firſtt 
attended to, and properly provided for. Ad 
moreover, certain proportions of land in wood, 
will be preſerved on the tops of hills, and on other 


to prevent that drought, which, in · theſe climates, WM 
is the uſual conſequence of a total removal of the 
woods. As to the choice and arrangement of 
the ground intended for the principal town, re- 
gard is to be had to the healthfulneſs of the ſitua- 
tion, all the neceſſary conveniences for ſhipping, 
and an eaſy carriage and communication, to and A 
from the neighbouring country. The ſtreets are” 
tobe airy, and ſo diſpoſed as to receive the benefit 
of the ttade winds; and ſuitable proportions, for 
yards, gardens, or ſmall fields, will be annexed 
to the ſeveral lots for houſes. Convenient mar- 
ket places are to be appointed, and good barrack 
gents, with adjacent lands for the various uſes 
of 


* 


ws 3 

1 the King s officers and troops, and which the pri- 
vate men at their leiſure hours, may cultivate for 
the ſervice of the officers, and themſelves. In theſe 
infant colonies they are thought intitled to this, and 
every other reaſonable indulgence of favour and 
humanity, particularly an allowance of the King's 
proviſions, and an immediate mah 15 
bes- and a well nm hoſ 3 


9 2 # 


The ada 8 are e culkinable, ol be divided 
into lots, numbered, and laid flown on paper, with 
proper deſcriptions and boundaries, to prevent 
miſtakes. What is granted, will be in wood, 
from 10 to 30 acres, according to the ability of 


poor ſettlers; and for their farther encouragement, 
many of theſe parcels will have the advantage of 

5 being near the ſea ſide, at proper diſtances from 
one another. By this means, the poſſeſſors may 


immediately begin to clear the ground, and will 


have a ſhort and eaſy conveyance to and from the 
ſea, be eaſily ſupplied with all kinds of fiſn, for 
the ſupport of themſelves and negroes, and the 


coaſts will moreover be ſtrengthened with inha- 
bitants. To theſe grants will he annexed certain 
moderate conditions of culture, and the lands 
thus granted to poor ſettlers, are to be unalienable 
for ſeven years, and incapable; of being united 


with any other, excepting, in caſe of marriage; 


or lawful inheritance, or by conſent of the go- 


vernor and council. 97 9 20 9 11 + 
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The poor e of St. — are to remain 
undiſturbed in their cottages and grounds, and 
the French inhabitants, in that iſland and Domi- 
nica, are permitted to enjoy their poſſeſſions, by 
virtue of leaſes under the crown, in the follow - 
ing manner, and ſubject to the following condi . 
tions; that is to ſay, the leſſee is to take the 
oaths of allegiance, and ſubſcribe the declaration 
of abjuration againſt the pretender. He is to 
hold, by his leaſe, only ſuch cleared lands, as 
he was, at the ſurrender of thoſe iſlands, and ſtill” 
is, poſſeſſed of, excepting where his very great 
conveniency makes ſome ſmall alterations ne- 
ceſſary, in which caſe ſmall parcels of contiguous ' 
lands may be added, and comprized therein, as 
the commiſſioners ſhall judge reaſonable. In 
caſes where lands were held before the late peace, 
by ſeveral French proprietors jointly, ſome of 
whom are ſince retired from them, they are to be 
ſevered into parts, and indulgence ſhewn in the 
diviſion, to thoſe who are contdntha to remain 
and receive their portions. But the lands which 
have been occupied by religious ſocieties, are not 
included within the meaning of theſe proviſions, 
nor intitled to the ſame favor, but are to be 
otherwiſe difpoſed of. And if any French inha- 
bitant there happens to be, who has occupied * 
more than 500 acres of land, as above deſeribed, 9 
in St. Vincent, or 300 in Domitiica, his poſ- 
ſeſſions are to be reduced to thoſe numbers. 
Neither 


& 4-7 

Neither the leaſes, or any part of the lands 
therehy. de miſed, are aſſignable to any other per- 
ſon, without a licence firſt had from the governor, 
and the approbation of the Lords Commiſſioners 
for trade and plantations; and a coyenant is allo. 
to be inſerted in the leaſe, that the leſſee ſhall re- 
ſide at leaſt one half of the year in the iſland where 
the lands lie. Under theſe reſtrictions, and with 
theſe conditions, leaſes, may be granted for the 
terms of fourteen, twenty one, thirty two, or 
forty years, at the option of the leſſees; 5 or, (if. 
they prefer it) for fourteen years, renewal ble at 
the pleaſure of che leſſees for e a Auberge © of 
years, not exceeding, forty. in, LLC LLOT 
in conſideration, hereof certain 'fines are to b e paid 
down, and quit rents reſerved to the Schwe 
cording to the nature and circumſtances, o f the 
caſe, But if any French inhahitant ſhall. not of 

diſpoſed to occupy the land, he, bas a rea 
cleared, upon the terms of, the! leaks required « 
him, he will be permitted to take vp. uncleared 
lands, to be allotted him bye the commiſſioners, 
in lieu of the former, and be. moreover Paid for 
the buildings | thereon, by, fair Appraifement. e 


4 


* 58 Wn to all Inde in MY Wet iſlands, 
Which are the, objects of the commiltion, and 
which are not comprized i in.the above deſcriptions | 
of lands, reſerved for publick. uſes, or ſet apart 
for poor ſettlers, or which are the rightful pro- 
perty of the French inhabitants in Grenada and 
D the 
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other iſlands from one hundred to five hundred 


ems to have been, a ſuperior population in Po- 


cleared; and as ſpeedy notice as poſſible will be 
given in the publick papers of Great Britain, 


time, place, and conditions of ſale, And for 


__ ſeaſonable itn of that climate ; that is 


18 J 
the Grenadities, or leafed tut to them in Doin 
nice of Se. Vincent, or poſſeſſed by the natives 
therein; inſtructions are further given by the go- 
verntnent, to difpoſe of the ate | by publick ſale: 
They will therefore be divided into allotments of 
different ſize and extent, in Dominica from fifty 
to three hundred acres in each lot, and in the 


Acres. The end propoſed by this diſtinction, 


2 which is ſuppoſed in general too moun- 
tainous. for ay nnen, and, e it's 


bited. Theſe ſeveral lots will be fo contrived ws 
Haid out, as to embrace every circumſtance of 
convenience, the ſiruation is capable of. And in 
order to prevent frauds, partiality, and undue 
preferences. and to ſell the lands to the beſt ad- 
Vantage the nature of the thing will admit of, 

they will be ſet up to fair and publick auction, 

and fold to the beſt bidder, at a price not leſs 
than five pounds per acre, if rhe lands are cleared, 

not leſs than twenty ſhillings per acre, if un- 


Ireland, and America, concerning the allotinents, 


the better. accommodation of purchaſers, the 
terms of payment are rendered extremely eaſy. 
The times of fale will be twice a year, in 'the 


10 


 XkT «0 3 

xo ſay; between the firſt day of Fehruary and the 
middle of July, as jt may be found moſt eligible 
to appoint; and the utmoſt diſpatch is now uling, 
by the directions of government, for preparing 
4ands for ſale before thoſe months, in the enſuing 
year. The place of ſale will either be Grenada, 
or the particular iſland about to be diſpoſed of. 
The terms of purchaſe are 20 per cent paid down, 
(and fix pence & per acre. to defray the charges of 
the ſurvey) ten per cent. more within the firſt year, 
ten per cent. within the ſecond, and twenty per 
cent. witkin every ſucceſſive year, till the whole 
ſhall be paid, which will of courſe compleat the 
payments in five years. The lands will be con- 
veyed in fee, but in default of any of the annual 
payments, they will be liable to be again ſold, in 
order that the king may be firſt paidz and the re- 
ſidue will be the property of thoſe; before entitled 
to it. Moreover, to prevent monopolies, and 
to infure the progreſs and cultivation of the mew 

colony, certain conditions of ſale and culture will 
be annexed to the grants. No perſon will be per- 
mited to purchaſe of the crown in his own name, 
or in the names of others, in truſt for him, more 
than five hundred acres in the iſland where the 
lands lie; and if in Dominica, not more than 
three hundred acres, but which may conſiſt of 
NY Tots,” as en en W _ yo e 
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And it is required of purchaſers, from ſix months 
after the date of the grant, to. cleat away their 


lands at the rate of five acres per cent: annually, till 


one half of their cultivable lands ſhall be cleared, 
under a penalty of five pounds per annum for 
every acre not cleared, in purſuance of ſuch con- 
dition: and for every hundred acres of cleared 
lands, the purchaſer is, or-ſhall be poſſeſſed of, 
he is obliged to keep thereon one white man, or 
two white women, under a penalty of forty 
pounds yearly for each man, and twenty pounds 
for each woman defective, and is. to pay, an an- 


nual quit rent to his Majeſty of ſix pence per acre 


on whatever cleared land he has purchaſed, or 
ſhall clear, in ene of, the ens re- 
_ E . icli 50 

. 74 20d wet! 11 

An to 8 pm and field lots, 8 of 
med land, they will be ſold in the ſame man- 


ner; as the other allotments, reſerving a quit 


rent of one penny per foot in front for the town 


lots, and ſix pence per acre for the field lots. 
But ſuch of theſe as happen to be uncleared, 
will be granted away gratis, and in both theſe 


caſes the grantee is required to erect thereon, 
within two years, a dwelling houſe, ſhop, ware- 
houſe, or outhouſe. The grants of theſe town 
and field lots, as well as thoſe to poor ſettlers, 
are irrevocable. But with reſpect to other lands 


ſold at publick auction, the grants thereof will, 
in caſes of fraud and colluſion, be revocable for 


i ; the 


A 

the conven twelve months; from the date thereof, 
by the Lords Commiſſioners of his , Majeſty's 
treaſuryʒ but if not revoked within the ſaid term, 
the grant ſhall then be abſolute. . If revoked, no- 
tice. thereof ſhall be immediately tranſmitted. to 
ths commillioners,: and the hate money: ſhall 
ahi | gelber with a juſt compenſation for 
any improvements made on the lands, to be 
aſcertained by arbitration between the parties. = 

Turs recapitulation of the plan of govern- 
ment, contains all the partieulars, that t ſeems 
neeffary the publick ſhould be apprized of, and 
an attentive peruſal and examĩnation of them ill 
convince every impartial reader, that they are 
ſuch as were thought moſt likely to be productive 
of national good, and the progreſs of the new co- 
lonies. Much care and reflection ſeemi to have 
been exerted on the occaſion. Little has been 
forgot, or Unattended to; and in general: it 
muſt be acknowledged, that the inſtructions 
given, and the precautions taken, are judicibus 
and able, as well as Hono rable. Some parts of 
the plan and conditions required,” have neverthe- 
leſs been repreſented as exceptionable and diſ- 
couraging; it may not therefore be 9 
* chem ſome conſideration. RET? 


Ie the age had been. propoſed, to be aiven 
away, and this. was all, it is not to be doubted 
but that many perſons would gladly have 

accepted 


L 22 1 

accepted them. But this would have thrown open 
the gates to ſollicitation, partiality and corrup- 
tion; and perſons in office might have availed 
thinifdbves in ſecret, of the undue preferences af- 
forded'to others; whereas the preſent method of 
diſpoſing of the lands at fair and publick auction, 
effeftually removes theſe apprehenfions, and holds 
forth a common benefit, that may be embraced 
by all' indifferently, without favor or reward. 
No man will be induced to pay more, than, he 
thinks, he has an equivalent for. The minimum 
of five pounds on cleared land, is leſs than the 
bare expence of removing the woods, and one 
Pound for uncleared — in theſe iſlands, can 
never, in earneſt, he thought too much to inſiſt 
on. Ni perſon, acquainted with the nature of 
Weſt India plantations, will ever be a bidder for 
indifferent or ill ſituated lands, when better may 
as eaſily be procured, and the very choice or pre- 
ference. to the buyer, is worth more than five 
times the minimum. The expences of clearing, 
cultivation, and ſettlement, and the annual pro- 
fact renders the prime coſt not worthy attention. 
And when it is further conſidered, that five years 
are allowed for the payment, the pretence is too 
trifling to need a ſerious reply. The eſtabliſn - 
ment of infant colonies, muſt neceſſarily be ex- 
penſive to the mother country; and at a time, 
- when the national debt is ſo enormous, that the 
effects are ſeverely felt and complained of, it is 
5M | but 
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bot reafonable;/ that ſome returns ſhould be ex- 


peed from the diſpoſition of theſe lands. Men 
of ſufficient property to take up and ſettle fuch 
lots as will be fold at publick auction, may very 
well pay what can be got for them; and with re- 
ſpect to poor ſettlers, from ten to thirty acres, 
(which will be granted to them gratis, according 
to their abilities) is full as much as they will know 


what to do with. It were indeed to be wiſhed; 


ſtill further eneouragements could have been af- 
forded them; but this could not be effected, 
without ſuitable funds, and there does not ſeem 
a diſpoſition to be contented with additional taxes 
at home, for the benefit of thoſe abroad. As to 


the quit rents, reſerved to the crown, of fix pence 


per acre, it will affect the cultivated lands only; 3 
and although the weight will, on this account, 

be fcarcely felt, yet all purchaſers will, or may, 
confider it in their bidding. It is well known, 
his Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed, to direct 
the money ariſing from theſe ſales, to be appro- 
priated for the advantage of his ſubjects; and 
this ſmall tribute of a quit rent, reſerved to a ſo- 
vereign, ought not to be thought too much, when 


ve reflect on the inſtances of generoſity and pa- 


ternal affection, manifeſted to his people, and which 


| ought to attract, from principles of gratitude, 


far — ue, * wy and attachment. 


M. ANY inconveniences are FI" to have oc- 
curred in new colonies, from individuals having 
| been 


= 2”. 

| beere-dalfired to monopolize more lands 

chey could, or would cultivate; and therefore, 

to prevent cheſe ill effects, no man is now per- 
mitted, to take up in his on name, or for his 
own uſe, in any one iſland, more than e 
ber of actes, which has been ſpeciſied. 
although purchaſers are rendered incapable = 
doing ſo ãn the firſt inftance, in order to prevent 
monopolies and jobbing, and that the field may 
lie open to every adventurer; yet it is obvious, 
that as the lands will be conveyed in fee, they 
muſt negeſſarily be alienable; no means there- 
fore could be deviſed to prevent a transfer of 
property, withqut creating ſtill greater evils, than 
thoſe intended to be remedied, and which are too 
evident to need mentioning. Hence it follows, 


that an equality of poſſeſſions: cannot. be. long. 
maintained, nor is it neceſſary that it ſhould; 


provided the public intereſt 18 ſtill promoted, 
and, the new iſland advancing, in cultivation and 


lettlement. 183 a a trrade ed . 1 
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3 all theſe 1 — the 
propriety f exacting certain conditions of cul- 
ture and population, under certain penälties. 
But if the time, from which the conditions of 
clearing commences, ſhould really be found too 
ſhort to be complied with, i it cannot be doubted, 
but that ſtill further time will be allowed. In all 
theſe exigences, the ſpirit of the intention is 


F to be attended to; and experience in 
ſimilar 


im 

Ainilar caſes convinces us, that we need never 
dread: a rigorous exaction of conditions and 
penalties, provided the rational views of admi- 
niſtration for the general good are not ob- 
ſtructed. It can never be ſuppoſed, that the or- 

ders of government are to be ſo executed as to 
defeat it's own purpoſes, or add puniſhment to 
misfortune, till the meaſure of diſtreſs is full. 

On the contrary, it's intereſt is to countenance 
and ſupport the honeſt endeavours of the in- 
duſtrious, and it's true policy, not to ſee what 
it ought not to condemn. But prudence re- 
quired that it ſhould guard againſt the danger 
of allowing to avaritious and deſigning men, an 
uncontroulable power of retarding the growth 
and progreſs of an infant = e _ * in- 
jurious to 5 N * 5 


Wales has been juſt dente to remove any 
objection on the part of purchaſers, to the con- 
ditions and penalties impoſed, and to obviate any 
apprehenſions of rigor from government on that 
account, is in a great meaſure applicable to the 
power retained by the Lords Commiſſioners of 

his Majeſty's - treaſury, of revoking the ſales. 

within twelve months from the date of the grant. 
The intention was evidently not to endanger the 

validity and ſecurity of the fales, by an undue 
exertion of authority, but only to prevent fraud, 
and to enſure that the publick ſhould be ſerved - 
with integrity. However, to remove as much 


As poſſible any ſuſp picions on this head, his Ma- 
jeſty in his inſtructions to the commiſſioners, has 
been pleaſed to expreſs the power reſerved to be 
in cafes of fraud and colluſion, + 


As to the obligation of maintaining one white 
man, or two white women, on every hundred 
acres of cleared land, it can never be feriouſly 
complained of; for withour any ſuch obligation, 
the buſineſs of plantations will neceſſarily re- 
quire, at leaſt, ſuch a proportion. And when 
we reflect that the want of people in our Weſt 
India iſlands, ariſes in a great meaſure from the 
paucity of women, the alternative permitted may 
help to remedy n 


Wrri reſpect to the natives of St. Wen 
Jongh has been ſaid already. His Majeſty's 
bumanity exerciſed on this occaſion, will never 
endanger the ſafety or honor of his people. But 
nevertheleſs, to take away every foundation of 
apprehenſion, , a regiment. has been fent thither ro 
ſecure. it's tranquillity, The arrangement of 
what regards the French inhabitants: in that iſland 
and Dominica, has been a matter of much alter- 
cation. It has been contended by ſome, that as 
they have no juſt pretenſions to indulgence, and 
will probably never become good ſubjects, they 
ought not to have been permitted to hold the 
lands thus uſurped, - without paying fully for 
chem. It has beet ſaid again, on the other hand, 


that they are entitled to 9 and are dif- 
poſed 


T1 

poſed to become uſeful and faithful ſubjects, and 
might properly enough, therefore, have been 
allowed the fee of the lands they occupied. But 
after mature reflexion, perhaps it will be found, 
that the middle way purſued by government, 
has been the moſt judicious; for if they had been 
entirely deprived of their plantations, there is no 
doubt but they would have removed themſelves 
and ſlaves to the neighbouring French mands; 3 
and thus a number, of, uſeful inhabitants,“ ac- 
cuſtomed to the climate, and their property in 
negroes to a great amount, together with the pro- 
duce and revenue ariſing from their labour, would 
have been loſt to Great Britain, and acquired by 
France. Again, if they had been permitted to 
enjoy their lands in full right, they probably 
would have ſoon ſold their cultivated grounds to 
Britiſn purchaſers, and then withdrawn them- 
ſelves, and their effects. Neither of theſe were 
thought eligible for the publick intereſt ; and 
therefore leaſes under the crown are propoſed to 
be granted them, liable to ſuch fines, quit rents, 
conditions, and alternatives, as they will not ac- 

cept, unleſs diſpoſed to become good ſubjects; or, 
if accepted, will effeQually ſecure oma mm, ſo. 


All that engd 11 to convince the 
reader, that no real objection — 


1 n 


1 
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2 The Blob; of French inhabitants? in . and St. 
vincent amount (0 near 4000, and their Hlayes to upwards 
of 12000, | 
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| to the -purchaſing lands, is to be Spread 
from the plan of government, has now 2 Wy 


conficered and ex plained. 
Bor it is moreover objected to this under- 


taking, that the probability. and danger of a 


ſpeedy war with France, and the uncertainty of 
the enterprize ever proving beneficial, are ſuffi- 
cient reaſons not to engage in it. The ſtate of 
parties, and the prejudices conſequential of them, 
75 5 1 5 often operate upon private men, ſo 

s to render them blind to their own intereſts. 


Fe: it reaſonable, that France, reduced fo lately 


to the utmoſt diſtreſs, by the total ruin of her 


trade and publick credit, and the deſtruction of 


her naval power, ſhould in earneſt ſo ſoon think 


of commencing hoſtilities, with the poor remains 


df a vanquiſhed fleet, againſt a nation triumphant. 
in every part of the globe, and poſſeſſed of that 
fuperior navy, and thoſe veterans, that conſtitute 
a number of the braveſt and moſt experienced 
men, that ever did honor to their country? Is it 
not more probable, that whatever her wiſhes may 
de, ſhe will ſtill have wiſdom to conceal her am- 
bitious views *till ſome properer period, when 


the ſpirit of our officers and men ſhall be ex- 
. tinguiſhed by inactivity, our numerous ſhips. 


decayed and in diſorder, and their own navy in- 
creaſed and rendered formidable, by all the per- 
ſevering arts of peace, and long conſiſtent policy ? 
Have not the various events of ſix unhappy years 
taught her this plain leſſon, that however great 
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"a internal ſtrength and reſources may be, it is 
a ſuperior naval power alone, can tranſport with 
ſecurity her forces to diſtant iſlands, and protect 
or ſubdue remote colonies? But if her ardour 

and reſentment ſhould ſtill make her impatient of 
delay, what advantages i in America can a ſpeedy 
rupture afford her now-? Would not Martinique, 
Guadalupe, and St. Domingo be ſoon expoſed to 
our attacks? Have we already forgot with what 
rapidity a ſuperior fleet and experienced ſoldiery, 
have ſubdued what was vainly once deemed im- 
pregnable, and the weakneſs of which, unknown 
to us before, we have now ſo fully diſcovered? ? But 
granted that theſe attempts ſthould not be « con- 
ceived againſt them, what have we to dread. on 
our part? Have not our Weſt India iſlands en- 
joyed ſecurity and protection, and flouriſhed | moſt, 
even in the boſom of war? Are we leſs ſecure in 
thoſe ſeas, than we were before, becauſe the Gre- 
nades, Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, are 
now added to our dominion ? Tf fo, in vain. are 
three regiments appointed to inſure the tranquil- 
lity of theſe iſlands, attended with ſufficient ord- 
nance and warlike ſtores, and all. the neceſſary 
detail that attention and caution could ſuggeſt. 
And if theſe ſeveral reflexions ſhould ſtill be un- 
able to ſilence, our apprehenſions for the future 
ſafety of our Weſt India iſlands, what ſhall-we 
ſay concerning our preſent ample poſſeſſion of the 
vaſt continent of North America? On this in- 
; oe. dominion, if rightly underſtood, will 
the 
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the real ſtrength and importance of all the ſugar 
colonies be hereafter found to depend; and if in 
the womb of time, either from accidents im- 
poſſible to be foreſcen, or the natural viciſſitude 
of human events, an unhappy ſeparation ſhould 
ever chance to arrive, between the mother country 
and this gigantick offspring, the whole chain of 
American iſlands, from Florida to Trinidada, 

would look back on Europe with regret, but muſt 


neceſſarily accompany that continent, of which 


it ſeems to have once conftituted a part. But 
enough, it is preſumed, has been faid, to ſhew 
that the ſettlement of our late acquired Weſt India 
colonies might be ſafely effected, even if it were 
probable chat! a French war ſhould ſpeedily com- 


ere 


Ir remains now to examine, | whether the pur- 
chaſing lands in them, and eſtabliſhing eſtates, 
may rationally be undertaken. by individuals, 
with appearances of ſucceſs and advantage. Our - 

new iſlands are ſomething larger in extent, than 


any of our old ones, excepting Jamaica; nor is it 


any defect in them that they are much leſs than it; 
for in hot climates, a long land carriage of burthen- 
ſome commodities is. deſtructive to cattle, and 
renders the interior part of a large country of 
little or no value, The ſoil in them is moreover. 
new and fertile; they ſuffer therefore no inferio—- 
rity on this account. The face of the country 
among them is generally mountainous and co- 


vered with wood ; this is really on the whole an 
advan- 


* 


E 
advantage, not a defect; for although there are 
ſome objections to too great an inequality in their 


ſurface, and to large tracts of wood, yet as theſe 


contribute to inſure rains and fertility, and to 
produce rivers, they are very beneficial in theſe 
climates. The timber like wiſe is uſeful for the 
erecting and repajring houſes, mills, and ſugar 
works. All iſlands in, theſe latitudes, that are 
low and cleared of wood, are remarkably ſubject 
to dry weather, and often parched up to barreneſs. 
If theſe things are ſo, what ſhould prevent ad- 
venturers from ſucceeding in eſtabliſhing eſtates 


here, as well as our old-planters have done in the 


infancy of former colonies ? Is the. buſineſs of 
clearing and ſettling lands leſs underſtood; now 


than it was formerly? or is the neighbourhood 


of our other iſlands, and the commerce carried 
on between them, and their general communi- 
cation with Europe, Africa, and the continent of 
America, any diſadvantage to the undertaking ? 


Are the regiments allotted them, the various offi- 


cers both civil and military appointed, the- fre- 
quent viſits of our ſhips of war and trading veſ- 
ſels, and the ſums of money that muſt in conſe- 
quence of all this be circulated and expended in 
them, likely to be detrimental ro new ſettle- 
ments? Although the taxes, and price of ſlaves, 
and the neceſſary expences of plantations and 
living, are much greater now than they were at 
the firſt cultivation of our colonies, do not ſugar 
and rum bear proportionably a greater price? If 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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4 the true cauſe of the real poverty of many of 
our planters, and of the diminution of their pro- 
fits, after mature reflection, will be found to 
conſiſt in this, that in our old iſlands the lands 
are exhauſted and impoveriſhed, the trees all cut 
down, and their eſtates become ſo dry- and un- 
ſeaſonable, as conſtantly to diſappoint them of 
the crops they expect, and their pains and in- 
duſtry deferve; whilſt at the ſame time, the pro- 

digious expences of frequent holing, manuring, 
_ Planting, hoe-ploughing, and weeding their 
grounds, and the loſs of cattle and ſtock, occa- 
ſioned by their paſtures being burat'up, together 
with the expence of feeding their negroes, from 
the want of ſeaſonable proviſion grounds, added 
to the coſt of timber and lumber imported to 
them, often bring the proprietors in debt, and 
very rarely admit of a ballance in their favor, 
ſuitable to the value of their capital. Theſe are 
undeniable facts, and it is equally true, that none 

of theſe diſcouragements here pointed out, are to 
be apprehended i in our new iſlands. On the con- 
trary, it is well known that many of the preſent 
inhabitants of. the Daniſh ſettlement of Santa 
Cruz, who were driven thither from our leeward 
_ Hands by poverty and neceſſity, are now become; 
from the loweſt degree of indigence, poſſeſſors of 
good eftates; and it is as notorious that by far the 
greater number of French now inhabiting St. 
Vincent and Dominica, and poſſeſſed of planta - 
tions and negroes, were obliged to quit Mar- 
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fioique and Guadalupe from Gmilar cauſes. . Bet 
although this is acknowleged to be true, yet, on 
the other hand, it may be, urged, that our new . 
ilands are unhealthy, ſugar and rum will become 
drugs, and more money is required to clear and 
ſettle Weſt India eſtates, than can eaſily be had. 
In anſwer. to this, it muſt be confeſſed, that new 
iflands, aboundiog with wood, and ſubject to 
frequent rains, cannot certainly be ſo healthy as 
old ones, entirely or in great part cleared; but. 
if this objection was ſuffered to take place, it 
would prove too much, as it might be equally 
extended to the population and ſettlement of any 
new country whatſoever, where nothing can be 
accompliſhed, if ſomething is not adventured. 
Beſides, thoſe who are acquainted with the pro- 
greſs and ſettlement of new colonies, know from 
experience, that much depends upon diſcretion, 
temperance, wholeſome food, and dry lodging. 
A proper attention to theſe will greatly contribute 
to the preſervation of health, and ſoon give a 
better character to the ſalubrity of the air, Per- 
ſons that are always. alarmed with doubts and 
difficulties, ſeldom accompliſh * great things. 
Why ſhould we fear that ſugar : and rum will be- 
come drugs? Although more are produced, 
more will be conſumed, .Our conqueſts alone 
in North America will not fail to enereaſe the de- 
mand for them; beſides, the fame ſoil that is pro- 
ab of wee is. S's ſo.of indigo. cotton, - 

F ..-- - Collce,. 
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coffee, cocoa, and other articles. And with reſpect 
to the expence attending, the clearing and ſertle- 
ment of lands for theſe purpoſes, it is by no means 
ſo conſiderable as is uſually pretended. However, 
it is certainly true, that the more capital any man 
begins with, the ſooner he will grow rich. But 
it has been already obſerved, that even.the poor 
ſettlers of Santa Cruz, St. Vincent, and Domi- 
nica, have ſucceeded wonderfully, with little or 
no aſſiſtance, but what was derived from their 
own induſtry, and the fertility of the foil. And 
if we purſue this ſubject a little further, it will 
hardly be aſſerted, that the firſt adventurers in 
our old colonies, were guilty of draining the mo- 
ther country of much of its ſpecie. We have 
nevertheleſs the ſatisfaction of beholding, that 
their induſtry and ſpirited endeavours were bleſſed 
with ſucceſs, and have procured for their poſte- 
rity many valueable, and ſome overgrown eſtates. 
Let us not envy their een but emulate 
their examples; and if we dare not do it, through 
timidity, ſupinenets, or want of ambition, let us 
| honeſtly confeſs we are afraid, and own that they 
ferved their country at their peril, and deſerved 
the fruits of their labour. They were no ſtrangers, 
nor their ſor.s aliens, but poſſeſſed of the rights 
and liberties common to all Engliſhmen. Thoſe 
publick ſpirited and enterprizing men, who 
are now about to embark in a ſimilar deſign, 
will deſerve ; as well, and, it is hoped, may prove 
* | As 


ha 
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xs ſucceſsful. Since our conqueſt of Jamaica from 
the Spaniards, in the days of Oliver Cromwell, 
down to the preſent times, there has been n 
ſuch opportunity of improving private fortunes; 
for the acquiſition of the French part of St. 
Chriſtopher's was inconſiderable in extent, and | 
the a of courſe, confined t to a ke. bb 


Ir has been remarked by many ith tar 
ſome of the planters of our old iſlands have painted 
in very ſtrong colours the difficulties and diſcou- 
ragements attending the eſtabliſhment of our 
new ones. When this has been done with an 
honeſt deſign of promoting their ſettlement, by 
exploring facts not generally known, and diſ- 
covering their weakneſs and neceſſities, in order 
to obtain every aſſiſtance and encouragement 
which infant colonies require of a mother country, 
the intention is honorable, and may be productive 
of good. But when difficulties are exaggerated, 
from” party prejudices, or ſelfiſh and intereſted 
views, the motives are ungenerous, and deſerve 
to be expoſed. It is eaſy to Torehe that the ſertle- 
ment of our new colonies will impair the'vaſue 
of our old. Such lands in them as are not of 
good quality and well ſituated, will not be worth 
cultivation. They will be diſplanted, and con- 
verted into proviſion, and paſture grounds. Many 
inhabitants of the middling and poorer tort, will 
withdraw themſelves, and be induced to remove 
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where fertile lands may be eaſily procured, which 
are new, and watered with frequent ſhowers. 
This will much weaken our leeward iſlands, al- 
ready weak indeed, and render the wages of ma- 
nagers. overſeers and ſervants, much higher. It 
is not wonderful, therefore, if ſome of our wealthy 
planters who have a large landed intereſt in the 
old colonies, ſhould not be ſtudious to promote 
the new. Private advantage will biaſs ſome, and 
it is to be feared, jealouſy and envy may actuate 
others. Men accuſtomed to affluence and au- 
thority, are not uſually pleaſed to ſee their infe- 
riors riſe above dependance, and poſſeſs, by lucky 
circumſtances, ſuperior fortunes to their own. 
Nor are theſe the only foundations of diſcontent 
and objection. Some affect to condemn the en- 
terprize they mean to em bark in, and depreciate 
thoſe very lands they wiſh to procure z whilſt 
others again, who hoped, to obtain undue. pre- 
ferences, and, io monopolize large tracts, with 
a view of foreſtalling the market, or of. ſelling 
again at ranged prices what they. never meant 
yn x * ai jr 17 effeQually rng by the 
preſent impartial plan of government. But juſter 
ſentiments, it 1s hoped; will at length prevail over 
ſuch ſelfiſh conſiderations... The ſubject has been 
fairly diſcuſſed, the objections anſwered, and the 
_ingucements..generally; ſtated. But perhaps it 
way not be m or deemed a uſeleſs 
r it 88 © 1 5 3 


* 


repetition, to enter ints a more particular detail 
of the advantages that our new eee will 
rn over our former colonies. . 


Ou old iſlands, by being leſs mountainous, and 
almoſt entirely cleared of wood, are become ex- 
tremely dry and unſeaſonable; at the fame time 
that the lands in them, by long and conſtant plant- 


| ing, have ſo far loſt the ſpring and ſpirit of vegeta · 


tion, as to ſtand in need of mote rains than they 
had before. But this reflexion has never been at- 


tended to by our planters, who attribute ſolely to 


the leſs frequency of ſeaſonable weather, that de- 
ficieney in their crops, which is in a great meaſure 

owing to the impoveriſhment of the ſoil. Both 
cauſes have undoubtedly co· operated to produce 
the effect, and thus their eſtates hardly yield a crop 
proportionable to the labour and expenee em- 
ployed upon them, once in ſeven years. Nor 
will it ſeem wonderful, that the fertility of cheir 
lands is much impaired; when we conſider the na- 
ture of the ſugar cane, which from one rich acre 


has been known to vegetate to eighty cart loads, 


is cut annually, and has been long ard repeatedly 
planted on the ſame ground; and when we fur- 
ther remark that the rains, although generally 
wanted, yet fall in theſe climates, at certain pe- 
riods of the year, with ſuch violence, as, deſ- 
cending in momentary torrents from the hills, to 
waſh away the looſe and finer particles of earth, 
which muſt neceſſarily carry off it's exuberancy 
with it. The ſoil, by theſe means worn out and 
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_ exhavſted, ®ratoons ill, andi is ; therefore cultivated 


and manured at an expence extremely heavy. Im- 
poveriſhed ſugar lands, like hop grounds, have an- 
nually beſtowed on them extraordinary induſtry 
and TY I have known the amount of labour em- 
ployedi in one year upon an acre of ground, to have 
been as much as that acre would haye ſold for; but 
1 ſpeak c of indifferent or bad land. Hence the ex- 
pences of eſtates in our old colonies are become 
great, beyond the belief of any one not well ac- 
quainted . with matters of this nature; and the 
profits, of courſe, are rarely adequate to the 


reaſonable expectations of the planter. It is well 


known abroad, although it will hardly be credited, 


here, that, the hire of the ſlaves in many eſtates in 


our old iſlands, if valued. at an average of three 

pence per diem each, will frequently amount to 
more per annum, than the neat yearly produce 

of the eſtate itſelf. Experto crede Roberto. But 
theſe weighty, objections and diſcouragements, are 
by. no means to be apprehended i in our new co- 
lonies. On the contrary, the lands in them 
may be purchaſed at a very moderate price, and 
the terms of payment are rendered by govern- 
ment extremely eaſy. Such grounds as are too 
Arp. craggx. e or e ths for Lugar, may Kill 
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* B a Barn i is mend Ae cane: rs rings from "is 
root remaining in the earth, after the former cane has been 
cut from it. The ratoon flouriſhes beſt in new land, yields | 
better ſugar than the firſt plant, and is not attended with a 
tenth Part of the expence in the culture of it. 
* produce 
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produce indigo, cotton, coffee, cocoa and pro- 
viſions, or ſerve for paſturage. Ihe foil being 
new, will be rich, yield large and regular. crops, 
ratoon longer, require leſs planting, and be cul- 
tivated with more moderate expence, and fewer 
negroes. Thie trees cut down, will, ſome of 
them, be uſeful in erecting habitations, works, 
and other buildings; whilſt ſome may be con- 
veyed away, and ſold in our former colonies for 


| ſimilar” purpoſes. And laſt of all, the rugged 
and broken” compoſition of the landſcape, and 


it's lofty mountains, though unſeemly and ex- 
ceptionable in fome reſpects, yet will for ever 
enjoy, upon real and philoſophical princi iples, 
rain and fertility. As much of the merit of our 
new iſlands depends on the truth of this obſer- 
vation, it may not be improper to explain it. 
It is well known, chat, in theſe latitudes of the 
globe, the trade winds operating in a regular and 
uninterrupted courſe from Eaſt to Welt, the at- 
moſphere does not ſuffer thoſe rarefactions and 


condenſations, as, by the effects of different and 
contrary winds, it undergoes in climes, where 


this uniformity does not prevail. And hence it 


is, Dr. Halley remarks, that there is ſcarce any 


variation in the height of the barometer, or weight 
of the air in theſe parts. Now the vapours or 
clouds are generally borne along the Atlantick 


ocean by theſe: winds. through. the pathleſs re- 


gions of the air; until interrupted, impeded, 
or attracted (on Principles of grav itation) by 
W  bofty 


e and ohh; 1 hang * the 
mountain tops, and fall in ſnowers; whilſt the 
intenſe heat of the fun 0 perating with this 
| principle, draws: fuch vapours from the ground; 
and the everlaſting trees, on inacceſſible heights, 
ſend forth ſuch exhalations from their branches, 
as. moiſten the impending atmoſphere, and, cir- 
culating, again reviſit their parent earth The 
wonderful effects of theſe principles are indeed 
curious and ſurpriſing to thoſe who contemplate 
chem on the ſpot. Smooth poliſhed Barbadces 
and our Leeward Iſlands, are feen parched 
and periſhing with drought; whilſt towering 
and rugged Dominica, St. Vincent, Granada, and 
Tobago, are found to enjoy inceſſant rains and 
delicious verdure. The extraordinary advantages 
and profits to be derived from this and the other 
_ cauſes, I have before aſſigned, cannot fail to be 
extremely inviting to thoſe that underſtand their 
real importance, and are deſirous of improvi 
their fortunes. A ſugar eſtate. of five hundred 
. acres of good land, properly, cleared, and fup- 
plied with ſlaves, cattle, buildings, and other re- 
f quifites, in an iſland where the lands are new and 
luxuriant, and the rains frequent, muſt affuredly 
produce a noble income. It would probably be 
capable of affording annually, not leſs than four 
hundred hogſheads of ſugar, and a large pro- 
portion of rum; eſpecially. as this laſt commo- 
dity is made to greateſt advantage where there is 


Plenty of water, and an. moloſſes is drained 
from 


* 


= | 

from the ſugar. | The "value of this ſugar and 
rum, at a moc derate calcu aliens will e to 
amount ta a very W155 igtereſt "upon. the apital 
laid ut, which will | be f found to bring i in mote 
pr allt, than five. 7 that ſum expended in our 
old colonies. It well knqwn that in St. Kitts 
( although it is ſabje& tc to dry, weather, and the foil 
ratoons very ill) g0 lands have, « often” Told ar 
one. hundred. pounds ſterling per gere: whereas, 
an acre in a new colony may, with 1 proper ma- 
nagement, be cleared for leſs than twenty Pounds, 
after deduQting « every, expence, and al owing. even 
for the mortality 'of | ſlaves. Beſides, reat - 
tisfaction muſt. accrue 1 in new coloni 1 Im the 
certainty of | the ” crops, 0] ppoſed, to the, confidera- 
tion of the pee e of them in old ones; 
a conſtant, ſource of © complaint, and diſcontent, 
and the true foundation of 5 debts and i 
Reber too commonly. experienced even by plan- 
tery of frugality and. induſtry.” Büt theſe are 
got the only, advantages, great as they are, that 
will be enjoyed; o the Plantation may be work: 
ed with, baff the number g 0! negroes.a and exp 950 
that would! be required Ion la lands pep hed 125 


frequently pl anged” and manure d and Every 
1705 W will be capable, from the great. Pen? of the 
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toll, and, eaſe of i 17 culcyre, ofcarning n more money 
b 8 
in . two years, than bis. ori inal e and r mainte- 


nance... s amounted. to,” hy. will appear b. 
vigus, wheo we conſider. that, rh | 9 7 0 ip 


N ee ground MF Ween F 
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and. id! abus! 800d "crops for” more "than 
twenty years together. Wheteas old land com- 
monly requires to be holed, tmanured; and re- 

— OE. ſecond or Tchird year; by which; 

0 extraordinary, expence attending it, 
ane crop! in three is loft. Moreover, the provi 

fions regularly yielded on moiſt and good's IM OY 
moſt greatly Elten the colt” of feeding and ſips 
parting the f aves. The conveniences and'com- 
forts will. from henve be even great to the white in- 
habitanrs 3 3 for; all manner of herbs, garden ſtaff], 
and fruits, 1⁰ _Aifficulr to be ralſed in our former 
dry. iſlands, 1 may here be procured with” little 

ti couble, a The rivulets alſo will afford good fore 

| of freſh, fiſh, and the luxuriancy of the alta | 
| great plenty of beef, mutton, &c. at edel de 
prices, wheteas theſe articles in our old colonies 
are. (Rs extremoly dear, and difficult” to be 
maintained at. any rate. Nor ſhould the conſide- 
ration of the expehces attending the ſpeedy ſettle- 
ment of a ſugar plantation, at all diſcourage per- 
ſohs of ſmall ſortune, and much caution, from 
ae in our new colonies; ſinee they will 
have it in their power to proſecute: plans, pro- 
faba advantageous to themſtlves, with lefs 
hazard and expence of money. It is by no means 
eſſential, at Preſent, to point out all the Parti- 

_ cular and various ſteps proper to be taken for this 
end. But, in general, it may be well to remarle, 


that it may be delt accompliſhed by riſquitg 
few ' negroes at che firſt our * and erecting tem- 


porary 
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porary hugs and t wildings, at little coſt, and then, 
(after planting the 7 proviſions) imme- 
giateſy ping to the . culture of args cotton, 
ſpecdy profit Yet require but few Avi» and little 
expence of building, in order to raiſe and wmanu- 
facture them. It is evident, that by theſe and ſimilat 
means, conſiderable eſtates may be gradually cfta- 
bliſned at an eaſy rate, which will not only be an- 
nually i improving, and reimburſin ing the moneySex- 
pended upon them, but may moreover be convert- 
ed afterwards into ſugar plantations, « orif the pro- 
ae ſhould be diſpoſed to Part with them, 
1 ably be fold for four « or five hundred 
per cent. adyantage. Many perſons alarmed with 
the difficulties of beginning a new ſettlement, Will 
yet be deſirous of purchaſing a a few years hence; 
and there can be no doubt bur that lands wil riſe 


very bighly in . value, 


, b 2 if} 1165 1 'F #6, 2000 8 10 In * | 
1 mall now i pdt — co be 
rekler* ſome general ideas” concerning the pro- 


pereſt methods to be purſued tby adventurers 
in our new colonies, rr e ee e 


blifh eftates. { Ynom 10 nde bn Hinson 
An 

Al perſons diſpoſed. to eib bau! in this une In 

* 4 it} 2 


taking. with.a view off imptovidg "their fortunes, 
mould - firſt. conſider, the capital they-. mean to 


rien, the nature of. the per. and che le engt! 
| "X 


. 


Tas. 
tne tre dan e onvepient!y ford ts e NN U 
their woney. It will then be neceſſary chi en- 
5 rthe* friends or age nts they are ple * 
Jepute "for this bulfitiefs,” och "carefully per 
and Tanne the lands on the pot. The res 
5 of, "he s ground, and the nature of fftuatſön Aww 
be firſt attended. to; and théſe will inctude Gut 
Kee of the f probabiliry'6f it Realthineſd, the kind 
of prodiice i Ir Lens beſt adapted to, the labout 
30 carriage eſſential to it, its vitinity to, or Us 
Ntance, from. rivulets, the fea, ſhipping places, 
and dhe Principal towns, together with a free 
enjoyme ent .of - the trade winds, and the like- 
Jihood of, Frequent | ſhowers and *Fekfbnable 
weather. to the quality of the foil, it 
may be, plett) well Sued at by the tim- 
ber and trees it affords, the * appeatilitce it bears, 
. and A. chywical, examination of i pfincipfes 3 fer 
Which the neceflary means may be cally known 
and: procuted. When a*rat WilYkSund is Pitch. 


ed on, that enjoys all or molt of theſe ad van 
he inſpector ſhould by no means be diſcourazed 
by the/price it may amount to; for the firſt coſt 
will be inconſiderable, in proportion to the ex- 
; pence of Tlearing and Filing 3 and the epſuing 
* venienties and profits will moſt amply repay 
Previous to, or after the purchaſe, it will be 
1 eſpecially WM the proprietor does not 
mean to become an inhabitant, to form uſe ul 
connections and friendſhips with experienced nen 
engaged in the lame purſuit, and ein 


in 


Is 1 


in the neighbourhood. This will non 
ſo e ee may at firſt be imagined, 
Men - embarking in the ſame enterpriae, and 
whoſe particular advantages and emeluments 


depend upon the ſucceſs of the whole, will find 
it their mutual intereſt to lend every aſſiſtandbe in 


their power to each. other. This is ſo true, that 
in the iſlands of Antigua, St. Chriſtophers, &. 
it is uſual for planters to fuperintend the affam 
of others in their abſence, and give the neceſlarf 


directions to the managers and overſeers, for the 
proper cultivation and maintenance of theix eſtates, 
and this without any pecuniary conſideration. A 
reciprocal ſervice of the ſame kind, which evdy 
Take expects from his neighbour, and Which 
long and invariable cuſtom. has eſtabliſhed into a 
ſort of right, and the additional weight and im- 
portance perſons reſiding on the ſpot deriye from 
a power of conferring. obligations on thoſe they 
employ, or in ſhipping the produce of the eſtates 
committed to their care, and purchaſing the ne- 
ceſſary utenſils and proviſions for their uſe, are 

ſufficient inducements to engage a faithful dif- 
charge of their truſt. Under the inſpection, and 
ſubject to the orders of: ſuch a repreſentative, a 
good natured and intelligent manager and over- 
ſeer are now to be appointed to direct, and pro- 
per ſlaves procured to execute the buſineſs. A 
tew able and ſenſible tradeſmen and negroes, who 
are contented from a love of novelty, or other 


_ cauſes and encouragements, to change their former 
"RR. 
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too rapid a progreſs, or introduce more faves than. 


1 46 


| habitations, ſhould he procured incenratidiflands; 


and:tnanſported:tb-thenew:colony ;;butnoneThould 
vn any ateount berompelied/to:this againſt:their 
inclinations: What: further ſlaves are wanted, may 
be purchaſed from \Gumea cargoes, ani recom» = 
mender to · the care and protection: of te others; 
and. it Re, b e eee in __ 


Wende, "i er h * ;conmeions and 
Habits. The miſeries and misfortunes of our 


fellow creatures afford a melancholy Wempe; 
tion to 'compationate diſpoſitions. How plea- 
img then muſt tbe. the refleion, hen the degrees 
of our private intereſt depend upon the meaſure 
of dur "benevolence. The firſt ſair ſtep of ſuc· 
ceſs will-accompany humanity, and the great point 


in view will be, wich the bleſſing; of Provitience, 


to preſerve che health of our people; To this. 
end they mould he Aged at night in temporary 
vr in hülles pfiveffils, provided andi f ̃tuated 
for that purpoſc. They ſtould then immediately. 
proceed to clear away the woods un the moſt, 
healthy pot, Which will | probably be found on 
fome eminence; expofed to a free and dry air. 
Here a dwelling houſe for the-overſeer, aud con- 
venient negroe houſes, ſhould be immediately 
erected; and a very xommodious- ſick; houſe or 
hof pital „furniſhed with every neceſſary and com- 


fort for the ſiole, eſprcially good nurſes, and a 


ſenſtble practitioner. W. iſe men wilk not attempt 


Can 


[ 4 ] 

can properly be inſpected : whem well, or attended 
when oppreſſed with: illneis. From twenty to 
chart? will perhaps; at firſt be ſufficientrfox the 
poſſeſſion, and in all probability may: prove 
adequate to fulfilling the conditions af clearing 
and culture; but they ſhould! be. immediately 

ſupplied as they may happenito full off, and: their 
ſpirits ſhould be! ſupported with good nature: and 
tenderneſs. In particular, they:ſhould be: well fed 
properly cloathed, and ſupplied:with all tlioſerlittle 
aids of convenĩeney and comfort; which: itt is well 
„ the: world; will cheargup 
and gladdentłteirꝭ hearts Theexpences attends 
ing this little policy; care and:benevolence;/will 
not becthiaughit burthenſome by ttiuſe maſter = 
ate either wiſe or good: for the perfortnaute of 
this duty will be rewarded with: the bleſſings* of 


God, and the affections of their" dependantae AS + 


to che labour they muſt! undergo, it ſhould! not 

deꝛtoo ſcvere, or diſproportioned to heir abiti: 
ties; and in wet. mornings; bad weather; and 
other ſuitable occaſions; it will prove our intrreſta 
to encourage, and afford them ſome indulgence 
Their pride ſhould be cultivared; their puniſnmenti 
inflicted: with prudence, moderation and concern. 
And in order to prevent the eruelties that might 
be exerciſed byſome men; thfo* want of judgment 
or defect of feeling, a proper law of the country 


ſhould be ſpeedily eſtabliſhed, to reſtrain them 


within due bounds, which ſhould likewiſe pro- 
vide in forme meaſure for the food and raiment of 
wo | the 
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dn ſuch an occaſiun 
| feSif real, and to make bis further obſervation, 


| T1468] 
the ſlaves. Suck a la cannot fail of bene a the : 


_<vlony, at the-ſame time that it will reflect honor 
on human nature; and will be deemed more par- 
ticularly neceſſary, whünm it is conſidered that the 
2 a of r reſiding in new co- 


— ———— re e Beh as their 


pin fentiponty furniſh: them with, to act up to 


the diftnwes of humgnity and propriety. It were 
mu bn wiſhed ozxcover, that fame: ſbntiments of 
Med into the winds of the 
pagers. A amn ben ig would becenpedient; but 
am fearful this would require: mont attention and 
aftifianec chan proteftants with chooſe to employ 

alton, E am ſarry to remark our de- 


WHatghovgh the doctines of pur religion are more 
pe and imple than the Romancatholick, yet this 


Jaſt i: mem fitly, adapted to engage and captivate 


thegaYons af u atbin&ing ſavages. Perſons of ſome 
Saito} ar credit, adxenturing in theſe new colo- 
dies, 285 proceeding. in the manner that has been 
ſyggeſted, cannot well fail of ſucceſs, as fas as 
Weak human foreſight can aſcertain it. If there- 
fers it ſhould ſeem that too much has been ſaid 
concerning the treatment, care, and protection 
ef our negroes, it is becauſe it is conceived im- 


poſſihle to miſcarry in other points, if ve ſucceed 


in theſe, And now it will. be proper, that ſtill 
further grounds ſhould be cleared round about 
the dwellings and cottages, before recommended 
93 | | to 


ip # 

to 1 erected: And ſirſt of all, proviſions ſhould 
be planted for the white people and negroes, 
and paſturage prepared for cattle and other 
beaſts. After this is aceompliſhed, attention 
may be had to raiſe ſome ſort of produce and 
profit, in order to reimburſe paſt expences. And 
this will conſiſt of either indigo, cotton, coffee, 
cocoa, or ſugar, as may be compatible with 
the ideas and abilities of the planter. But ad- 
vice and theory on this head, would at N 
be vain and unregarded; for, time, induſt 
and experience alone, can furniſh opportunity 
and beget Prpnrable, e 
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